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While the ofHclnl bulletin Issued
from the sickroom contain no further
reference to the aiture of the ail-

ment since the earlier statement that
he Is suffering from "bronchial ca-

tarrh and a feverish condition," there
are persistent unofficial and uncon-
firmed reports indirectly from Ber-

lin that the emperor is a victim of
pneumonia.

A wild report was posted in some
of the theaters to the effect that be
was dead.

Crisis Is PassedT
Other late and apparently reliable

advices are that the illness has beea
severe, but that the worst is over.
These advices are that the kaiser
was seized with an attack of influ-

enza while on a secret visit to Em-

peror Francis Joseph. Sources of in-

formation by way of Holland and Co-

penhagen Indicate that be now is
making progress toward recovery.

Charity Day Dee. 1.
By proclamation made Nov. 24, 1S14,

his excellency, Elliott W. Major, gov-

ernor of the state of Missouri, appoint-
ed Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1914, as Charity
day and called upon all the people of
this state to make contributions on
that date to relieve the dire sufferings
of the noncombatants in the European
war zone.

By that proclamation he also ap-

pointed the undersigned committee
and authorized it to organize the work,
appoint subcqmmittees and take such
other steps as might bo deemed neces-
sary and proper to achieve the best re-

sults in securing and distributing the
contributions that it is hoped will be.
made to this most worthy cause.

Owing to the brevity of notice to the
committee and the vastness of the
work, the committee has : requested
that the date be changed from
Wednesday, Dec. 9, to Saturday, Dec.
19, 1914, and that change has been
made.' '., V

A subcommittee has been appointed
for each city, town and county in the
state to secure and care for the con-

tributions respectively made therein.
The committee, therefore, hereby ap-

peals to all the good people in this Im-

perial and highly favored common-
wealth to contribute of their substance
on Saturday, Dec. 19, either foodstuffs,
clothing or money to relieve their afj
flicted fellow-creature- s abroad who are
suffering so dreadfully from the ruth-
less devastation of cruel war. "

Abundant harvests have blessed us.
Peace, security, comfort and plenty
are ours, Notwithstanding there is
scarcely man, woman or child in this
state, so far distant from the scene of
strife, that has not felt its bitter sting
in some manner or measure. .'

Let this enable us to realize the
dreadful privations of those immedi-
ately on the terrible scene. : Homeless,
houseless, naked, hungry, cold, sick.
Undergoing the rigors of winter as
well as those pf, war. Our gratitude at
escaping the horrors they endure
should arouse our deepest sympathy
and render us not only willing, but
anxious to relieve their distress."' '"

Let healthy, happy, peaceful, pros-
perous, blessed Missouri send the suf-
ferers a shipload of food, clothing and
money and thereby deserve a part of
all the good that we enjoy.

Let us respond promptly' and gen-
erously to the charitable appeal of our
chief executive.

"Where no "choice is specified the
committee will try to effect the great-
est possible amount of good without
regard to nationality, v ;

Contributions of money may be paid
to the local depositories selected by
the local committee or sent direct to
Benjamin Altheimer, treasurer of this
committee, care Mississippi Valley
Trust company, St. Louis, Mo.

'

Frederick D. Gardner, chairman;
Ben Altheimer, treasurer; A. C. Ein-
stein, secretary; Murray Carleton, Wil-
liam K. Bixby, Edwards Whttaker,
Rolla Wells, Martin Shaughnessy, Rev.
W. C. Bitting, William J. Kinsella,
Charles Nagel, Julius S. Walsh, A. C.
Stewart, Moses Shoenberg, J. F.
White, C M. Spencer, Lieut.-Gov- i W.
R. Painter, Rev.,James W. Lee, Rabbi
S. Sale, Thomas H. West, Rabbi Leon
Harrison, David May, Frederick W.
Lehmann, August A." Busch, D. R.
Francis, Tom Randolph, W. C.

Walter S; Dickey, Robert E.
Sterling, Col. J. D. McNeely, Dr. Wil-
liam H. Black, Archbishop John J.
Glennon, John F. Lee, W. H. Mark-ham-,

Daniel Nugent, Dwight F. Davis,
Bishop Daniel S. Tuttle, Col. J. G. But-
ler, Sam Kennard, Festus J. Wade,
William Bagnell, R. A. Long, Dr. U. G.
Crandell, E. W. Stephens.

GE11SHIPP

Warships and Merchantmen Are

Sunk in the South

. Atlantic. .

STATEMENT IS OFFICIAL ONE

Admiralty at London Gave Oat State-
ment Concerning Sinking of War
Vessel Kaiser Wilhelm'a Illness
Said to Have Been Severe Crisis
Declared to Have Passed.

London, Dec. 11. The German cruis-
er Nuernberg, which withdrew from
the battle off the Falkland islands and
attempted to make its escape with the
cruiser Dresden while the British war-

ships under Vice Admiral Sir Freder-
ick Doveton Sturdee were destroying
the cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneisenau
and Leipzig, waB hunted across the
water by units of the British fleet and
sunk the same day. The search for
the Dresden is still proceeding.

The action lasted five houre. The
Scharnhorst sank after three hours
and the Gneisenau two hours later.
The German light cruisers scattered
and were chased by the British cruis-
ers and light cruisers.

No loss of any British vessel is re-

ported.
British Squadron Heavy.

London, Dec. 11. A dispatch from
Buenos Aires conveys the information
that the British squadron includes
nine big warships, notably the battlo
cruisers Lion and Indefatigable. The
admiralty declines to verify or deny
that these great ships are in foreign
waters.

The British battle cruisers' Lion and
Indefatigable displace 26,350 tons and
18,750 tons, respectively. The Lion
carries eight 13.5 inch guns and six-

teen four inch guns and is equipped
with three twenty-on- e inch torpedo
tubes. Its complement consists of
1,000 men and it is capable of trav-
eling twenty-eigh- t knots an hour.

The battle cruiser indefatigable is
678 feet long, 79 feet beam, and 27

feet deep. It has a speed of twenty-si- x

knots. The Indefatlgable's arma-
ment consists of eight twelve inch
guns, sixteen four Inch guns, and
three twenty-on- e inch torpedo tubes.
It has a complement of 800 officers
and men.

German Cruisers Sunk.
London, Dec. 10. Information re-

ceived in London indicates that the
destruction of the German fleet In the
South Atlantic, with the sinking of
three cruisers, was preceded by the
sinking of three German merchant ves-

sels. y

This information tomes from Buenos
Aires. The message Baid a division of
warships, which the commander be-

lieved to have been either British
of Japanese, aggregating five ironclads
hnd one transport, on the morning of
December 6 sank one of the German
vessels in the roadstead of Flcton is-

land. Two other steamers were sent
to the bottom the same evening out-

side the harbor of Pantalon, near
Cape Sanpio.

Reports on Naval Battle.
The fate of the merchantmen is not

mentioned in the statement given out
by the British admiralty, which said
that the German cruisers Scharnhorst,
Gneisenau and Leipzig were sunk in
a battle with the British fleet under
Vice' Admiral Sir Frederick Sturdee
off the Falkland Islands in the South
Atlantic

The statement added that two Ger-

man colliers were captured and the
cruisers Dresden and Nuernberg are
being pursued.

Admiral Von Spee Is Lost?
The official statement makes refer-

ence to some survivors rescued from
the Gneisenau and the Leipzig, but no
mention Is made of any of the crew of
the Scharnhorst, which was the flag-

ship of the German admiral, being
saved, and It Is thus presumed that
Count von. Spee, his officers and men
went down fighting.

As the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau
each carried a complement of 765 men,
the Leipzig 286, the Nuernberg 322, and
the Dresden 261, the total German loss
Is estimated at not far from 2,000
men.

The British casualties were light.
End Search of Two Seas.

The battle ends a search of two seas
for the German fleet In which the Brit-
ish fleet was aided by warships of
Japan.

The search began soon after the
fleet of Admiral von Spee engaged a
British squadron off the coast of Chile
on November 1 and sank the British
cruisers Monmouth and Good Hope
with the loss of abont 1,500 men.

ILLNESS OF KAISER SEVERE

Rumor That He Was the Victim of
Pneumonia Crisis Said to Hav

Been Passed.;

, Amsterdam, Holland, Deo. 1L Em-
peror William's health, has consider-
ably Improved, according to an official
announcement made In Berlin today.
Hi majesty's catarrh is relaxing and
his temperature is normal.

London, Dec. 10. Just how serious
is the Illness of Kaiser Wilhelm II,

mpwor of Germany, la shrouded In
considerable mystery.

SOON LEAVE THE HOSPITAL

Recuperative Power of Russian Sol-

dier in Part Attributed
to Temperance.

Petrograd. The wounded on the
Russian side, considering the magni-
tude of the operations, are compara-
tively few, according to officers of the
medical (service. Moreover,' those
whose wounds are not of the gravest
chnractnr recover with gn;at rapidity.

This la due to three fact, the

REPORT TO CONGRESS URGE

LEGISLATION TO CONTROL

RAILROADS.

REVIEWS ITS INVESTIGATIONS

Would Control Railway Capitalize- -.

tion, Compel the Use of Steel
Car, and Have Authority to

Examine Books.

Washington, D. C In its an-

nual report to congress the interstate
commerce commission makes these
principal recommendations:

Laws to control railway capitaliza-
tion.

Compulsory use of steel cars in
passenger trains, and prohibition of
the use of wooden cars between or
ahead of steel ones. ..

Definite penalties for violations of
the hours of service act.

. Law 3 to make explicit and certain
the authority of the commission

all documents and records of
'railroads.

To definitely fix one period prefer-
ably three years in which legal acA

tlon may be started relating to trans-
portation charges.

All the commission's recommenda-
tions are made in extraordinarily-brie- f

form and without discussion.
Otherwise, the commission's report
is a chronological review of its work,
of the year. ;

' ' ,

The work of physical valuation of
railroads under way. With the
coming of winter the field parties are
being transferred from northern roads
to those in the South. There are now
eight parties at work, . surveying
about 1,500 miles a month. .The num-

ber of parties will be increased on
January ,1 to about 20 for each of
the five districts. -. . j;',

Submarines. Reported Sunk.
London. Half a dozen I German

submarines made an attempt to enter-th-

Admiralty harbor, according to
a Dover- - dispatch ; to the ; Exchange
Telegram Company, and. for half an
hour the batteries kept up a furious
fusillade, firing at least 200 shots.

It is reported that two or three of
the submarines were sunk, but no
confirmation of ttis can be obtained.

The attempt was made under cover
of early morning darkness and dur-
ing a heavy rainstorm. The first
alarm, the dispatch says, was given
by the firing of, a naval gun, and
soon all the batteries were in action.
The admiralty, to whom this dis-
patch was submitted, said that it had
not received confirmation of the re--;

ported attackv ; - , .
1,:..'. " t'; ;T 'ji ; t ,!

President Get, Indian Plea.
Washington. President Wilson was.

asked by a committee of 100 Indians,,
representing the Society of American
Indians, to appoint a commission

the. condition of American
Indians and recommend the passage-e- f

a code of Indian law "which shall
open the door of hope and progress
to our people."

U. S. Relief for Jerusalem.
'; Washington. The Turkish govern-
ment, through Ambassador Morgen-- i

thau, has signified ' to the- state de-- i

partment its, willingness that an ex-

pedition- be sent to the relief of
in Jerusalem. The expedition

is being organized by Hebrew phil-
anthropic societies in New ork.

Only 3 of Sacand Fox Tribe Families;
Hiawatha, Kan. Only three famil-

ies of fun-bloo- Sac and Pox Indians
are left on the reservation north of
here. There are only two full-bloo-d

Iowas and the intermarriages, of the
last decade have made the
almost extinct,

$800,000 "Economy" Bill Passed.
Washington. The house passed

printing bill to codify the-law-

relating to the government print-
ing office and to check waste. It
will cause a saving of 800,000 a."year.

Man Killed in Treasury Building.
Washington. John F, McCue, 65

years old, of Brooklyn, was killed,
when he toppled over a stair railing-i- n

the Treasury building and plunged
four stories to the marble pavement
below.

Three Smoke Dally for Soldiers.
Berlin. One cigar and two cigar-- 'ettes daily hereafter will be supplied

by the war office to every Bavarian
soldier in the field.

Won't Wage Holy War.
Amsterdam, Holland. The Berlin

Lokal Anzeger asserts that the Turk-ls- h

ambassador to Rome had an" au-
dience with King Victor Emmanuel
and assured the king that Turkey's
holy war did not apply to Italy or her
possessions. , .

King Reads American Newspapers.
.' London. For the first time in King
George's reign a number of Ameri-
can newspapers 'are now being re-
ceived regularly at Buckingham Pal-ac- e.

- ...... v

Mr. Young Keep School Place. '
Chicago. Mrs. Ella Flagg Young,

superintendent
, ' the Chicago

Bchdols, whose salary is 10,000 ayear, was w .,,-
to 6. A fight has been expected, but'

""pp"" or Mayor Harrison as--
sured Mrs. Young of her place.

: President Went Do It.
PrmtMmit.. .... urn- .1 r uu w

asked again to indorse a constitu-
tional amendment for woman suffrage
and reiterated that the question watone for the states.1

GOETHALS ASKED DESTROYERS
BECAUSE BELLIGERENTS DIS-

REGARDED RULES.

WARSHIPS GET TOO ACTIVE

Two Dest'Ser Held Ready lo Be
Rushed to Canal Will Put-En-

to 'Practice of Violating' 8hlp-- ;

v ping Regulation.-..- - ''.'?'..'

Washington, .. D. C. Destroyer
with the Atlantic fleet at Hampton
Roads are being held in readiness for
immediate dispatch to Panama to aid
Col. Goethals in protecting neutrality
of the canal zone from violation by
ships of the belligerent nations. . .

Panama Canal Zone. Col. George
"W. Goethals, governor of the
canal zone, ;was impelled to suggest
to the government ' at Washington
that two swift American torpedo-boa- t

destroyers be stationed at the Pana-
ma Canal by the recent activity of
belligerent ships and colliers in the
vicinity of the Isthmus waterway,

The action of the Australian collier
Malllna, which left Balboa without
clearance papers, and the ; fact that
this and other colliers have shown a
disposition to ; disregard the; 'cauai'
zone . shipping laws, .actuated Col.
Goethals, tQ take a ,, decisive ihieosure
to preserve the , neutrality, pf.j the
canal. ;

.

Nearly all the colliers which have
gathered In canal waters arrived with-
out health certificates, and in several
instances the ships sailed without
clearance papers.

It is presumed that the .steamers
met' and coaled the Australian1 'and
English fleet, which concentrated re-
cently In the vicinity of the Pearl Is-

lands. 00 miles southeast of Panama
City. : -

The United States torpedo-boa- t de-

stroyers requested by the governor are
expected tpdo patrol duty, and to
promptly overhaul any belligerent
craft attempting to disregard the
canal regulations.

Railroads Get Advance.-
Washington." From an ' official

whose knowledge of the situation is
believed to be unquestionable it was
learned that the last serious opposi-

tion to an Increase in freight rates on
the eastern railroads was removed
and the interstate commerce commis-
sion formally voted to permit the 5
per cent advance.

U. ft. Ignores Arizona Alien Law.
Washington.--Th- e War department

has refused the Arizona anti-alie- em-
ployment to be applied to the military
reservation and forts in 'Arizona. The
decision is based on the fact that the
state, referred exclusive jurisdiction
over the reservation to the United
States.-....'.-

Yellow Fever in 'Venezuela,' '

Washington. Official admission of
1he existence at Caracus, Venezuela,
of a case of yellow fever has been
Wade, according to official advices to
the state department. Reports had
been prevalent that there were sev-
eral cases there. v :i .; - i ;

' Cotton Committees to Meet.
Washington. State committees

to aid In handling the 9

cotton loan fund will meet in
Washinfton to confer with the federal
reserve board's cotton loan committee
about details of the work assigned' to
them.

Two Cutter Authorized.
Washington. Two ':" new ' revenue

cutters, one to cost $350,000, 'for Pa-
cific waters and the other to cost
$110,000 for anchorage patrol and ice
breaking in' New York harbor, were
authorized in a bill favorably reported
by the house commerce commission
committee. .

"
,

' ''
Villiage Sues Druggist for $2O,00Q.
Vandalla, 111. The village of Ram-

sey, in this county, has filed suit in
the circuit court for $20,000 against
T. H. ft. L. Hayes, druggists,' alleging
the illegal sale of intoxicating liquors.

Skagway Ha $210,000 Fire.
Skagway, AlaskaA-Flr- e destroyed

the Moores Wharf, together with all
the warehouse buildings, except the
ore bunkers and chutes. The loss Is
estimated at $210,000.

Australia Suipendi, Wheat Duty.
Melbourne, Australia, via London,
Owing to the shortage of the Aus-

tralian wheat harvest, the government
of the commonwealth has suspended
the import duty on wheat. ,

Fireworks and Firewater Barred.
Rlngllng, Ok. Having taken steps

to prevent the celebration-p- f Christ-
mas here with fireworks, business
men also have placed themselves' on
record against a celebration with fire-
water. .' ';'..:

Polncare Visits Rheim Cathedral. V

Paris. President Potncare,: visited
Rheims, which Is still being bom-
barded by the Germans. After ex-

amining the cathedral the president
made a donation of $100 to the poor
of the city. .

Europe Buy Window Glass.
Pittsburg, Pa. The American Win-

dow Glass Company is shipping win-
dow glass abroad. This is the first
time in the history of the trade that
window glass has been, exported from
this country.

Italian Discontent Acute.
Rome, Italy.-rGre- at piasa meetings'

were held throughout Italy to call the
attention of the government, to the
grave situation created by the lack of
umplojment, and the steady rise" In
'.he prices of foodstuffs. ' '

COUNCIL FOR INTERSTATE COM-

MISSION 8AYS BODY CAN

SCRUTINIZE CARRIERS.

CASE IN U. S. SUPREME COURT

Would Give the I. C. C. the Right to
View All Business Affair of Rail-

road Without Reeervation
U. 8. Senate Made Demand.

Washington, D. C. Sweeping con-

tentions, which, if sustained, would
give the interstate commerce commis-
sion the right to scrutinize all the
business affairs of the railroads, with-
out reservation, were presented to the
supreme court in a brief filed by Jo-

seph W. Folk, counsel for the commis-
sion; ;

Folk's written argument is directed
against the Louisville & Nashville
railroad, which refused examiners of
the commission acess to Its corres-
pondence files, following tho demand
several months ago of the United
State senate, that the commission in-

vestigate the relations between' the
Louisville & Nashville and the Nash-
ville, Chattanooga & St, Louis rail-
way. ,. , '

The Louisville & Nashvil'e officials
took the position that the road's cor-

respondence flies are priva' 3 and con-

tain confidential communications be-

tween the railroad and itb attorneys.
It further was contended that if the
act to regulate commerce gives the
commision power to perrue private
correspondence it does so i.i violation
of the constitutional, provision relating
to unreasonable search and seizure.

In the brief Folk answe;s with the
assertion that "the buslnes i affairs of
railroads are. not the private concern
Of those who operate thesie carriers,
but they take their charters subject
to the rights of the visitation of the
government" '

,

Arms Makers Must Explain.
Washington. Secretary Bryan will

investigate charges made by the Ger-

man ambassador against two Ameri-
can arms companies to the effect that
they are selling "mushroom" and oth-
er cartridges prohibited in war, if he
finds that the legal aspects of the sit-
uation warrant any action by the de-
partment.

Thaw Extradition Argued.
Washington. Extradition of Harry

Ki Thaw from New Hampshire to New
York to answer an indictment for con-

spiracy to obstruct justice by escaping
from Matteawan Insane Asylum was
taken under consideration by the su-

preme court, after listening to oral
arguments. ., '

J. M. Sullivan Case Considered.'
Washington. President Wilson con-

ferred with Secretary Bryan of the
state department relative to sending
a special investigator to Santo Domin-
go to investigate ' charges brought
against James M. Sullivan, the Ameri-
can minister. '.

v New Zealand Rejects Prohibition. :

Wellington, New Zealand. t The
election returns, although incomplete,
indicate that the licensing position is
unchanged and that national prohibi-
tion has not been carried. The Pro-
hibitionists received a setback in sev-

eral places.-- . '; .. 'v ; ;'

U. S. Army May Sing "Tipperary." :

Washington. "Tipperary," the Brit-
ish marching song, may be sung in th"
United States army, Secretary of War
Garrison ruled. The secretary said
that so far as he was concerned the
soldiers may sing it aa much as they
want to.

Memorial to Soldiers of 1812.

Chicago. The bronze memorial to
the Illinois soldiers of the war of 1812
has been cast, and will be installed
next month in Memorial Hall in the
statehouse at Springfield. It is the
gift of the Daughters of 1812 of Illi-
nois. ' ' "" '

Wilson Play Golf In Snow.
Washington. President Wilson

played golf in a heavy snow flurry.
He went out to Virginia links during
the first snow of the season and
played the entire course. -

"Mother of Civil War" Dies.
Wheeling, W. Va. Mrs. Sarah

Branden, known as the "Mother of the
civil war," died at her home across
the river from here, at the age of 113
years.. ..'... '.''.:.,."

Greece to Buy Chicago Wheat.
Chicago. Greece' has turned to

Chicago for its wheat supply and is
negotiating for the purchase of 1,866,-00- 0

bushels a month.

Wilson Marine Plan Indorsed.
New York. The council of the So-

ciety of Naval Architects and Marine
Engineers, in session here, indorsed
President Wilson's plan for a mer-
chant marine and . the services of the
society were offered in behalf of It

Cuban Buy Hog in Texa.
Fort Worth, Tex. Agents of the

president of Cuba are buying hogs
here, according to the announcement
of livestock commission men. The
hogs will be used for stocking and
breeding purposes. '

,

- ' Cabinet Meets in Paris.
Paris. A fcablnei council was held

at the palace of the Elysee, the first
to meet here Blnce Sept. 3, on which
date the government left for Bordeaux
when the 'Germans were within 29
miles' of the capital.

Chrhrtma Present Forbidden.
Chicago. Acceptance of Christmas

present by railroad officials has been
placed nnderi ban by the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe railroad and an
order issued by President Ripley di-
recting that the practice cease.

GAME PRESERVE IN 0ZARKS

Competition Has Narrowed to On of

i Four Lovely Spots, Any One of
Which Wouid Be a :

Credit to State, j t ,v"

Jefferson City.
Senator C. M. Buford announced

there will be no meeting of the spe-

cial commission appointed by' the last
senate to select and report upon a site
for a stale park and game preserve in
the Ozarks until about Jan. 1. This
meeting will be in St. Louis. It is ex-

pected a selection will be announced
at that time.

The commission has visited several
proposed sites and competition, ap-

parently, has narrowed to 5,000 to
7,000 acres at Camden
county; 10,000 to 15,000 acres in Rey-

nolds county, 7,000 acres at Onandago
Springs, Crawford county, , and the
Country club, in Iron county, near
Arciulia. ',--

Compensation Act Planned.
The . committee) ; appointed by the

Missouri senate ; to , investigate the'
subject' of ; workman's compensation
has prepared its report for the legis-
lature. The commission will recom-
mend four measures:

1. An elective workman's compen-
sation act.

2. An act creating the Missouri in-

dustrial commission.
3. An act .providing for the organi-

zation of corporations on the mutual
plan to insure against employers' lia-
bility.

i. An act levying a l&i of 5 per
cent on all premiums for employers'
liability for the support of the In-

dustrial commission.
The commission finds that recov-

ery under existing employers' liability
laws is had in only 4,855 cases out of
50,000 injuries 'and deaths. That of
Injuries and deaths approximating
$2,800,000, that only $412,000 in dam-
ages were paid in 1911 in this state.

It is estimated that 30 per cent of
the amount recovered now goes to
lawyers and about 15 per cent addi-
tional to court costs, etc.

The members of the senate com-

mittee are: Ben I. White, Walter C.

Goodson, William G. Busby, Robert
S. McClintic and Alrby S. Phillips.

Pension Question Puzzles.
One of the problems confronting the

next general assembly will be pension
ing of needy Confederate veterans in
Missouri.

The Forty-sevent- h general assembly
inaugurated a pension system for the
former Confederates and appropriated
$30,000 to pay pensions not exceeding
$10 a month to each needy veteran
during 1913-191- ,.

This appropriation was exhausted
before the expiration of 1913, and,
based on. the number of applications
approved by Adjt. Gen. John B.
O'Meara, there is a deficiency in the
pension fund of $168,000. , s

If the pension system is continued a
large appropriation must be made to
cover this deficiency and meet the re-
quirements of the pension roll for
1915-191- v .

Bill Hits Prison Labor,
A bill providing for the abolition

of the contract labor system now in
vogue at the state penitentiary Is be-

ing drawn up by the state senate in-

vestigating committee.
The committee was appointed by

the last legislature' to suggest legis-
lation tending to improve conditions
at the state penitentiary. The bill
will be introduced at tt the meeting
of the next .legislature. In place of
the contract system educational and
agricultural work will be proposed.
The present contract Bystem will ex-
pire in February.

The committee visited nearly every
state east of Missouri and investi-
gated penitentiary conditions."

Automobile Increase.
Secretary of State Cornelius Roach

presents figures showing the increase
In the number of automobiles bought
so far in Missouri during the registra-
tion year, which will expire Feb. 1.
Last year there were 38,140 machines
registered. This year, to date, the
number is 64,341.

Traina Run Regularly.
The Frisco railroad in a report to

the state authorities records fewer
deviations from the established time
card for the laBt month than during
any similar period in its history.

Reed Men in Control.
It appears on the face of returns

that representatives favorable to Mr.
Reed's candidacy for the United States
senate will be in control of the next
session of the state legislature. Strong
effort will be made by his opponents
to land a few of the important places.

Wayne County Road Charter.
A charter was issued by Secretary

of State Roach to the Ozark Valley
Railroad company, a corporation or-

ganized to construct and operate a
standard-gaug- e railroad 35 miles long.

To Resume Rate Hearing.
Chairman John M. Atkinson of the

public service commission announced
that the application of the railroads
for increased freight, passenger and
baggage rates again will be taken ud
for hearing pec.,15.

Alien Holds Office.
Gov. Major holds the resignation of

Charles Hemme, recorder of deeds of
Jefferson county.' Homme is 7i years
old, has lived In Missouri for 46 years,
but has, never taken out naturalization
paper. He is a Republican.

CLAIM CAPTURE OF R0ULERS

Statement of Allies as to Important
Gain Is Met With Denial

From Berlin.

London, Dec. 11. Roulers, until the
last few days headquarters of the Ger-

man army staff in West Flanders,
has been captured by the allies.

The news was relayed here from
Amsterdam. The Sluls correspondent
of the Handelsblad is authority for
the repbrt. Roulers is 12 miles north-
east of Ypros.

Armentieres, for a long time held
by the Germans, also has fallen into
the hands of the British, according to
the Boulogne correspondent of Reu-

ters. The dispatch says that the Ger-

mans have been pushed back beyond
artillefy range. Armentieres is nine
miles northwest of Lille.

The capture of Roulers and Armen
tieres verifies the many reports that
the Germans are falling back before
the offensive movement of the allies.

This progress of the allies is indi-

cated in the official report from Paris.
The movement was startei two weeks
ago and has shown steady success.

One reason for the apparent weak-
ness of the Germans is that thousands
of men have been detached from the
French battle front to go to the aid of
the kaiser's forces who have been
menaced by the Russians in the east.

Germans Cite Repulse cf Foe.
Berlin, Dec. 11 (by wireless to Lon-

don). Today's official communication
issued by the German army headquar-
ters staff asserts that a French attack
resumed in the forest of Argonne was
repulsed, the allied forces losing heav-
ily. The text of the statement reads:

"In the district of Souvain the
French yesterday confined themselves
to heavy artillery firing.

"A renewed French attack on Rocroi
and Courcullles did not make any
progress. The attack broke down un-

der the fire of our artillery, the enemy
suffering heavy loss."

ATTACK HARBOR OF DOVER

German Submarines Give Authorities
of Big English Naval Port

a Scare,

Dover, England, Dec. 11. The city
of Dover was thrown into excitement
today by the announcement that the
Germans early this morning attempted
a submarine attack on the harbor
works and the fleet at anchor in the
harbor.

A heavy rain and haze made search-
light work difficult.. The forts were
put on the alert about four o'clock by
the appearance off the harbor entrance
of an unidentified Bteamer which re-

fused to stop until a shot was fired
across its bow. This vessel then re-

tired. It is believed to have been the
tender of the submarines.

Half an hour later, it is said, a sin-
gle submarine was sighted, and one of
the heavy guns in the harbor fired
at it. This submarine, which evident-
ly was the advance scout, disappeared,
but at six thirty o'leock the observers
sighted what they believed to be a
fleet of about six submarines several
miles out in the channel.

The channel forts commenced firing
in the direction of the supposed

and kept it up for almost half
an hour. At the same time a torpedo
boat destroyer flotilla put to sea,
where it remained all day.

Large crowds gathered on the water
front in the early morning hours and
watched the searchlights and the artil-
lery Are. When they saw no results
of the shelling many persons ex-

pressed the opinion that It was a false
alarm. '

There is no official confirmation that
German submarines were seen.

Warsaw the Objective Point.
London, Dec. 11. The Germans con-

tinue their efforts to smash the Rus-
sian armies. While a large part of
their force is . endeavoring to hold
the Russian center, another army is
advancing from Bast Prussia to the
east of Mlawa and is attacking the
Russian right with a view to cutting
communications and entering War-
saw from the rear. "

Heavy fighting also is going on to
the southwest of Lodz and to the
southeast of Cracow, where the Aus-
trian and Germans are endeavoring
to get around the Russian left and
force these troops to retire from the
fortress.

Czar Lose 150,000 Officer.
Berlin, .Dec. 10. The Russky Invalid

(a Russian newspaper) says RuhsIb up'
to December 4 had lost 60,000 com-
missioned officers in killed, wounded,
and prisoners. t

Physicians say, the first being that the
Russian troop have been excellently
fed from the beginning of the war; the
second that the grand duke Is using
the smallest possible forces at the
actual front of the fighting line, and
the third thrt no alcohol is consumed
by any of the soldiers. - '

The hospital are proving that the
recuperative powers pf the Russian
wounded are now equal to the highest'ever known! namely, the flares
reached, in the case of the Turkish
Moslems. ' ' !. i

Flagm,en at Fa"ult.
No more Is the engineer of the fast

flier the "goat" of big railroad wrecks.
The interstate commerce commis-
sion's annual report, just issued, gave
him a nearly, clean bill of health.
Where he used to bear the blame, a
new victim has. been raised the flag-

man, ignorant of the company's rules?
, The commission pointed out ' that
there has been a "considerable . de-

crease fnfehe number of collisions due
to the failure of the engineman to
obey the indications of the block sig-

nal." At the same time it held that
it is unreasonable .to expect freedom
from wrecks when railroads employ
flagmen of little experience without
any examination as .to their knowl-
edge of rules.
' Strong recommendation was made
for universal use of a system of auto-
matic train control in conjunction
with other safety devices.

Risk Companies a Trust.
The report 6f Rufus M. Potts, in-

surance ' commissioner of Illinois,
copies of which have been received
here by Attorney General Baker and
other officials', charges that fire in-

surance companies pf the United
States and of Illinois are in an un-
lawful combination to maintain ex-

orbitant fire rates.

Bond Issue Authorized. '

, An' order Issued by the public serv-
ice commission authorizes the issue of
$3,500,000 of bonds by the Chicago,
Rock Island & Pacific Railroad com-
pany.

Must Put In Commutation Rate.
The public service commission as-

serted its right to compel the issuance
of commutation tickets by a railroad.
This ruling was written by Commis-
sioner Kennish in the case of T. S.
Doty and others against the Kansas
City, Clay County & St. Joseph rail-
way. The commission, after determin-
ing the present value of the road to
be approximately $3,900,000, directed it
to put into effect by Deo. 20, 1914, a
r.ohedule of commutation rates be-
tween Kansas City, Liberty and inter-
mediate points. ' '. ,

Complaint Against Frisco.
Citizens of Caruthersville have filed

with the public service commission a
protest against what they designate as
discrimination against Caruthersville
by the at Louis & San Francisco Rail-

road company. )

Silent Witness Freed.
Benjamin Ward, who was brought

here from Tuscumbla and placed in
jail for refusing to answer questions,
was released under a bond by a writ
of habeas corpus issued by the su-

preme court,


